
SIZE OF SPECIMENS 

CORE: 

Magnification and size of biological specimens  are measured using 

millimetres as units 

SUPPLEMENT: 

Calculate magnification and size of biological specimens using 

millimetres and micrometres as units 

• Formula for calculating magnification:

• Magnification has no units.

• The magnification value is preceded by a  “ x” sign

• There are 1000 micrometers (µm) in a millimeter.

• To calculate the magnification of an image we use the formula:

Magnification = 
𝒊𝒎𝒂𝒈𝒆 𝒔𝒊𝒛𝒆

𝒂𝒄𝒕𝒖𝒂𝒍 𝒔𝒊𝒛𝒆
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