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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/12
Reading and Writing

Key Messages

e In Exercises 1, 3 and 5 the emphasis is on reading skills. Spelling errors are tolerated provided they do
not interfere with the communication of the correct answer. Candidates are not required to write in full
sentences to score the marks so long as the answer they give is clear.

e In Exercise 2, complete accuracy is required when filling in the person’s contact details.

e |n Exercise 4 and Exercise 6 marks are awarded not only for content but also for accuracy of
language. Therefore, it is important that candidates check their work carefully for spelling and
grammatical errors.

General comments

Most of the candidates performed well in this year's examination. The candidates followed the guidelines
appropriately and most of them had written their answers within the word limit. The majority of candidates
appeared to be comfortable with the requirements of Exercises 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5.

Comments on Specific Questions

Section 1
Exercise 1 Questions 1-6

This exercise focused on a text about a teacher who chose to travel to his school to teach everyday by
swimming because the river route was shorter than the bus route. The majority of candidates found
Questions 1-6 accessible. Only Question 4 asked ‘What did he wear while swimming?’ and the correct
answer was ‘his glasses’ whereas a few candidates got confused and mentioned the rubber tube which he
used for swimming.

Exercise 2 Question 7

In this exercise candidates are required to transfer information from the text provided without any kind of
error or inaccuracy. Generally, candidates did not face difficulties in finding the correct information to
complete the form. Our repeated request has been to ensure when writing the address that candidates
always follow the correct order. For instance, first mention the house number, then the apartment name and
finally the city name. Following this order is important. This year most candidates correctly wrote the
address; very few candidates still made these mistakes.

The last section of the application form was writing about the experiences. A few candidates wrote all four
sentences from the text, whereas only two correct points were required.

Exercise 3 Questions 8-11

The topic of this year’s text was new future cities. Most of the candidates gave correct answers to all the
questions except Question 11. The question was what system will be in place to charge commuters the
fare? Most of the candidates did not know the Hindi word for fare and as a result did not get the right answer.

Question 8

The first heading under which candidates had to write required them to come up with two points with regard
to the role played by the Wi-Fi network to make ultramodern cities. The correct answer was: ‘it would save
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people from traffic jams and people would be better connected with information technology’. Most of the
candidates managed to give two correct answers.

Question 9

The next heading was: What would be the two characteristics of homes in these ultramodern cities? Several
candidates gave two correct answers under this heading.

Question 10

This heading required candidates to provide two points by which the level of pollution would be in control.
The maijority of candidates were able to provide the right answers under this heading.

Question 11 was about the alternative means by which commuters pay the fare. Unfortunately, several
candidates did not give correct answers to this question. Perhaps they could not understand the word
‘bharda’ for fare and as a result could not get the right answer. Very few candidates managed to give the
correct answer which was ‘contactless payment’.

Exercise 4 Question 12

In this summary-writing exercise up to six marks are available for Content and four marks for Language. This
year most candidates appear to be well-prepared for the requirements of this exercise and generally
performed well. Many candidates wrote their summaries in their own words and were therefore able to
access the full range of marks available for Language. Most of the candidates wrote precisely, covering five
or six correct points from the text. They also managed to secure three out of four marks for language; a few
candidates scored full marks for language. The majority of the candidates restricted their answer to within the
word limit. However, a small minority of candidates still exceeded the word limit.

Section 2
Exercise 5 Questions 13-19

This text was about a social worker who worked for the people who are working as labourers in the field of
coal and limestone mining. Many of the candidates performed very well in this exercise. All of the questions
(Questions 13—-16) with true/false options and supplying the correct statement for the false option were
answered correctly by most of the candidates. From Question 17-19, most of the candidates gave accurate
statements. Some candidates gave an incorrect answer to Question 18. The question was what ideological
values did she use in her work? The correct answer was the values inherited from India. Perhaps the word
‘value’ in Hindi was not clear to some candidates.

Exercise 6

This year’s essay topic was ‘Does the spirit of mutual competition affect the level of sports?’ Several candidates
gave their argument in support of the topic. However, few candidates diverted their attention from the main topic
and added points related to good health. Good answers gave interesting examples of competition and related
their examples to the negative consequences.

Similarly to last year, spelling errors were the main reason for loss of marks. Firstly, the use of the vowel
sounds ‘Ee’ was used wrongly. Secondly, the aspirated letters were written with non-aspirated letters in
Hindi. Thirdly, the conjunct in Hindi especially with the letter ‘Ra’ was not used correctly. Teachers should
encourage their students to think in Hindi because some of the sentence constructions were written in Hindi
however it sounded as if students were planning what they were writing in English and then translating their
thoughts into Hindi, thereby causing problems with the syntax of their writing.
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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/12
Reading and Writing
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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/13
Reading and Writing

Key Messages

e In Exercises 1, 3 and 5 the emphasis is on reading skills. Spelling errors are tolerated provided they do
not interfere with the communication of the correct answer. Candidates are not required to write in full
sentences to score the marks so long as the answer they give is clear.

e In Exercise 2, complete accuracy is required when filling in the person’s contact details.

e |n Exercise 4 and Exercise 6 marks are awarded not only for content but also for accuracy of
language. Therefore, it is important that candidates check their work carefully for spelling and
grammatical errors.

General comments

Most of the candidates performed well in this year's examination. The candidates followed the guidelines
appropriately and most of them had written their answers within the word limit. The majority of candidates
appeared to be comfortable with the requirements of Exercises 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5.

Comments on Specific Questions

Section 1
Exercise 1 Questions 1-5

This exercise focused on a text about a girl who had a cleft palate and an NGO that provided financial
support for her surgery. Later, she was taken to participate in the Wimbledon tennis tournament where she
was given the responsibility of tossing the coin before the final match. The majority of candidates found
Questions 1-5 accessible.

Exercise 2 Question 6

In this exercise candidates are required to transfer information from the text provided without any kind of
error or inaccuracy. Generally, candidates did not face any difficulties in finding the correct information to
complete the form. Our repeated request has been to ensure when writing the address that candidates
always follow the correct order. For instance, first mention the house number, then the apartment name and
finally the city name. Following this order is important. This year most of the candidates wrote the address
correctly.

Exercise 3 Questions 7-10

The topic of this year’s text was giving excessive attention to children’s appearance. Getting a fashionable
hair style and wearing fashionable clothes develops the feeling that this can be a substitute for hard work
and achievement of dreams.

Question 7

The first heading under which candidates had to write required them to come up with two points about why
Gunjan took her children to the parlour. The correct answer was: ‘Because Gunjan did not want her children
should be indifferent towards their looks, and wanted her son to stand out in the party’. Most of the
candidates gave two correct answers.
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Question 8

In order to attract children to the parlour what kinds of activities are organised? Several candidates wrote the
correct answer and only very few wrote about the services the parlour offers rather than about the actual
activities.

Question 9

This heading was about the negative effects that such activities can have on children. The majority of
candidates were able to give the right answers under this heading.

Question 10 was about giving two negative factors related to reality shows. The correct answers were:
‘young girls behave like women’, ‘objectification of women’ and ‘young boys and girls are spending more time
in beauty parlours’. Most of the candidates gave these answers correctly.

Exercise 4 Question 11

In this summary-writing exercise up to six marks are available for Content and four marks for Language. This
year most candidates appear to be well-prepared for the requirements of this exercise and generally
performed well. Many candidates wrote their summaries in their own words and were therefore able to
access the full range of marks available for Language. Most of the candidates wrote precisely, covering five
or six correct points from the text. They also managed to secure three out of four marks for language; a few
candidates scored full marks for language. The majority of the candidates restricted their answer to within the
word limit. However, a small minority of candidates still exceeded the word limit.

Section 2
Exercise 5 Questions 12-18

This text was about a village named Patna after the same name city in the state of Bihar in India. This village
was named by a Scottish man who came to the city Patna in India as a businessman and when he returned
to Scotland then he named his village Patna too. Many of the candidates performed very well in this
exercise. All four questions (Questions 12-15) with true/false options (and supplying the correct statement
for the false option) were answered correctly by most of the candidates. A minority of candidates gave an
incorrect reply to Question 15 as ‘true’, when this statement was false. From Questions 16—18, most of the
candidates gave accurate statements. A few candidates gave an incorrect reply to Question 16 because the
word for commodity in Hindi ‘padarth’ was not understood

Exercise 6

This year’s essay topic was about the link between a healthy mind and a healthy lifestyle. Most of the
candidates attempted the exercise successfully. Several candidates gave positive reasons to support the topic.
Good answers also gave negative reasons including spending too much time on computers and not making
time for exercise or not eating healthy food.

Like last year, spelling errors were the main reason for loss of marks. Firstly, the use of the vowel sounds
‘Ee’ was used wrongly. Secondly, the aspirated letters were written with non-aspirated letters in Hindi.
Thirdly, the conjunct in Hindi especially with the letter ‘Ra’ was not used correctly. Teachers should
encourage their students to think in Hindi because some of the sentence constructions were written in Hindi
however it sounded as if students were planning what they were writing in English and then translating their
thoughts into Hindi causing problems with the syntax of their writing. For example, some candidates used the
word in Hindi for ‘clever’ whereas the same word has a negative connotation in Hindi which was not
appropriate in the context in which it was used.
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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/13
Reading and Writing
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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/22

Listening

Key Messages

e Candidates need to be encouraged to write their responses legibly to ensure meaning is clearly
conveyed.

e Candidates also need to ensure they read the questions carefully and take care to include all
required details in their answers.

General Comments

The maijority of candidates appeared to be reasonably well prepared for this examination and tried to
respond appropriately to the recording and questions. This paper is assessing “listening for understanding”
and therefore reasonable spelling mistakes are accepted as long as they do not interfere with the
communication of the correct answer. The majority of candidates made an attempt to answer each question.

Comments on Specific Questions

Exercise 1 Questions 1-6

Many candidates performed well in Questions 1-6 (Exercise 1).There were a variety of spellings seen for
‘book’, ‘half an hour’ and ‘programme’.

Exercise 2 Question 7

In this gap-fill exercise, candidates were required to fill in the blank spaces with the appropriate word. There
was too much variation in spelling observed, such as "@WIT&R, TRl GfRYFRUT, 'Tea’. Most of the
candidates attempted to answer all the questions, with varying success.

Exercise 3 Questions 8-13

Candidates seemed to be fairly well prepared for this multiple choice exercise, and a number managed to
achieve a reasonably good total mark for the exercise. Candidates should be advised not to put ticks in both
boxes or to leave both boxes blank.

Exercise 4 Questions 14-20

This exercise proved to be challenging for some candidates. Candidates need to listen to the recording very
carefully to understand and identify the specific information required to answer each question. In general,
candidates need to work on developing a wider Hindi vocabulary to access these questions.

Question 14

Many candidates found this question challenging; the word ‘manko’ appeared not to be known by some
candidates.

Question 15

A relatively small number of candidates answered this question correctly. For those who did, there was a lot
of variation of spelling of the words ‘bhandaran’ and ‘vitaran’.
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Question 16

This question proved to be a good differentiator. The strongest candidates were able to able to work out the
correct answer and transcribe it accurately.

Question 17

Many candidates tried hard to answer this question, but lost their mark due to failure to include the correct
numerals.

Question 18

Questions 17 and 18 were confused by some candidates. A number of candidates responded with the
answer to the previous or following question.

Question 19
Many candidates answered this question correctly.
Question 20

Most of the candidates answered with the slogan: ‘socho, khao, bachaao’.

Conclusion

In this Listening component, candidates are assessed on their ability to understand and respond to
information presented in a variety of forms; recognise, understand and distinguish between facts, ideas and
opinions and select and organise material relevant to specific purposes. Therefore, candidates should listen
to the recording very carefully and develop techniques to enable them to identify and select appropriate
detail for their answers. They should gain as much practice as possible at listening exercises in class, and
attempt past listening papers under timed conditions. Further work on expanding knowledge of Hindi
vocabulary would also help.
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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/22

Listening
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HEATH 1: UH 1-6
31faeier wdienfiat & garel & Sara e Y €1 fhame, geer, urneH & adet & B T A
NI 2: UN T

=g 3yarg A uRenfiat & 3T g @ Red TUE i gl e M| R B aRe F el S RUSR,
TR, 'TIAFRAVT, G&a' TIRE T 3797 el Tl @ Pl fel| AUFR wdenfiar & v gwr o asf
UHT & 3R &l DY BT qded TE B Tl # 3 HT AT AW 3R A H &7AT F AFAR HeAd
AT

T 3: 94A 8-13

TE JIIE T Teld W UG a1 57 & 3R qdanfiar a @@ saw v 3k 3= 3 v
fFd| po gdanfdal & Stara & @Y ITed IR B A SO AT o @ A 3 A@ A

AT 4: 99 14-20

3 3T po Gt & fow gEld @ifed gu | I & Sl ¥ o odtendf RepiEer a qgd wae @
g AR W Faa & a9 ¢ & v mage (IRE AEer df ggae &) Sde | 39 garer &
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g4 14

30 U 1 Sad & & forw adendt agad wfda A A@Sh Aee A1 AT R A s sEdAST 7 @A H
BHROT IAThed! Bl RIBR §T IR T STAG e & Th|

g4a 15

qgd HA TH UH B TG AT & G| agd Hewt e yBR &Y, 'HUSROT 3R faawor ereet Y actelr dwa
& faelt|
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3R wenfiAt & fov ae ga AT a1) agd & S T T SR AT T YT a1 99 &
fow 3gera 3R A 3UTRT A1 5 o TR T & FROT W Uerdt AT & W@ &

ud 17

Igd @ qlenidt 3 3@ U A1 SR A & o U HideT qeT B W FE IH A @ $ HROT 3B
T

A 18

U 26 3R t¢ gl O asas A A uH gl A @ @ g9l @ F@Ofa ¥ o @ o #fda @
IT| Felfh 3aX el ¥ W ITeld 98 W I

U 19
31TpIer g & 39 Fara &1 3R T feam amy
s 20

3ifaerer wdenfdat & s@ AR @y, =y 3R @Ry o S U A g fom@r o

gsid

gdremffat @1 31w F 3AF 376 um WA F U saur s B AEda e & fow gfiemor oar
TIfRTI 59wt & fow Sy ecraell W HH oy Hr off 3maTedr
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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/23

Listening

Key Messages

e Candidates need to be encouraged to write their responses legibly to ensure meaning is clearly
conveyed.

e Candidates also need to ensure they read the questions carefully and take care to include all
required details in their answers.

General Comments

The majority of candidates appeared to be reasonably well prepared for this examination and tried to
respond appropriately to the recording and questions. This paper is assessing “listening for understanding”
and therefore reasonable spelling mistakes are accepted as long as they do not interfere with the
communication of the correct answer. The majority of candidates made an attempt to answer each question.

Comments on Specific Questions

Exercise 1 Questions 1-6

The majority of candidates performed well in this exercise and a number achieved full marks. In Question 2,
some candidates wrote ‘janam shatabdi’ rather than ‘janam shati’.

Exercise 2 Question 7

In this gap-fill exercise, candidates were required to fill in the blank spaces with the appropriate word. A
number of candidates struggled to provide appropriate answers for (ii) and (viii). In (ii), the required answer

was ‘sponsor’; many candidates wrote ‘Adidas’. In (viii), the required answer was ‘khol’ (®@lel); there were
many variations in the spelling of this word and not all of them were accurate enough to attract a mark.

Exercise 3 Questions 8-13

Candidates generally made a good attempt at this multiple-choice exercise and a number managed to
achieve a reasonably good total mark for the exercise. Candidates should be advised not to put ticks in both
boxes or to leave both boxes blank.

Exercise 4 Questions 14-20

A number of candidates encountered difficulty with this exercise. Candidates needed to listen to the
recording very carefully in order to understand and identify the specific information required to answer each
question. In general, candidates need to work on developing a wider Hindi vocabulary in order to access
these questions.

Question 14

Many candidates struggled with this question and could not give two full answers.

Question 15

Most answered this question well.
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Question 16

Some candidates encountered difficulty here. Many could not provide the second answer (‘getting good
marks is their main purpose’).

Question 17

This question was generally answered quite well.
Question 18

On the whole, candidates answered this question correctly.
Question 19

Many candidates answered this question correctly.
Question 20

A number of candidates did not provide a full answer to this question and could not therefore gain the mark
here.

Conclusion

In this Listening component, candidates are assessed on their ability to understand and respond to
information presented in a variety of forms; recognise, understand and distinguish between facts, ideas and
opinions and select and organise material relevant to specific purposes. Therefore, candidates should listen
to the recording very carefully and develop techniques to enable them to identify and select appropriate
detail for their answers. They should gain as much practice as possible at listening exercises in class, and
attempt past listening papers under timed conditions. Further work on expanding knowledge of Hindi
vocabulary would also help.
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o T A McaTRd et &Y TaTBAT & o g & g TuF FU F o 3T gFfRa & IF|
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g gdiemedf IMRT AR ¥ 3R RSP & garet & 3R Saw a3 i AR Hir 57 W F gHSS
& foU goaa' W 3 & o &1 Stel 3 TE § adel 7 e B T&heR A 3 ¥ $o @rel w41
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IEE:1 UM 19 6

3 IFAE A Q@ gdanfiEt 3 warel F SO 7S R R Ul 3w oy R uw @ # 3o
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HEA: 2: U 7 (i)—(viii)

38 FegE # uRanfiat @ sfd aeg @ Reh v & gt el A 3Rear odafdat & s a
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g foram Rear (vii) # Sarg # @ier f qgd @ aden el W agd @1 3 adel IpE A H
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g 3: A 8-13
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T 4: UA 14-20
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g 15
SAETcR Wit & 59 U &1 3% el anifa feam)
U5 16

$o WA B ARG T FHAT BT TSl FASR gET 3R SF UPR & Fé & T3S 3P
U ARAT & AP HTT 327 )|

T 17

AT dX W 38 UH & 3R S AT

U4 18

ggd 4 oAt & 58 9o a1 3R o T
T 19

HAFR eI ¥ 389 g &1 3R T g2

T 20

Tl FEar # gdandt 57 UM &1 QT SR A ¢ b 3R 3P A6l WF AR G|

HRIA

38 #auT TWX A gaTfIAl @ 3T FHS Hr Aedar W IR A AP T b 927, fERt 3k
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