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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/01
Reading and Writing

Key messages

e In Exercises 1, 3 and 5 the emphasis is on reading skills. Spelling errors are tolerated provided they do
not interfere with the communication of the correct answer. Candidates are not required to write in full
sentences to score the marks, as long as the answer is clearly communicated.

e In Exercise 2, complete accuracy is required when completing the individual’s contact details.

e In Exercise 4 and Exercise 6 marks are awarded not only for content but also for accuracy of language.
Therefore, it is important that candidates check their work carefully for spelling and grammatical errors.

General comments

The majority of candidates performed well in this year's examination. They appeared to be well prepared for
the format of the exam and most of them wrote their answers within the word limit (where appropriate).

Comments on specific questions

Section 1

Exercise 1

Questions 1-5

This exercise focused on a text about a woman who had decided to start a music school for orphaned
children. Question 2 asked “By what means does this organisation shape children’s talent?” and the correct
answer was “music” or “art”. A few candidates tried to copy the whole sentence from the text and as a result
they did not receive the mark.

In this examination series we noticed an increasing tendency for candidates to copy long sentences from the
text. However, the actual answer required was just one or two words. Candidates should be reminded that
assessment objective R2 requires them to ‘select and organise material relevant to specific purposes’.
Exercise 2

Question 6

In this exercise candidates are required to transfer information from the text without any kind of error or
inaccuracy. Most candidates did not encounter difficulties in finding the correct information to complete the
form. Candidates should ensure when writing the address that they follow the correct order i.e. first mention
the house number, then the apartment name and finally the city name. This year most of the candidates
correctly wrote the address. Very few candidates made significant mistakes.

Exercise 3

Questions 7-9

The topic of this year’s text was the increasing demand for translators. Most of the candidates gave correct
answers to the questions except for Question 9 which proved challenging.
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Question 7

The first heading under which candidates had to come up with two points was focused on the benefits
offered to translators. The correct answers were: “good salary” and “opportunity to visit foreign countries”.
Most candidates managed to provide two correct points.

Question 8

The next heading required candidates to state what was required to become a competent translator (apart
from formal education). The stronger candidates gave three correct points under this heading.

Question 9

The heading here was ‘increasing opportunities for bilingual people in non-governmental sectors’. Some
candidate did not understand the meaning of ‘non-governmental’ and gave incorrect details.

Exercise 4
Question 10

In this summary-writing exercise up to six marks are available for Content and up to four marks are available
for Language. Most candidates appeared to be well-prepared for the requirements of this exercise and they
generally performed well. Many candidates wrote their summaries in their own words and they were,
therefore, able to access the full range of marks available for Language. Most of the candidates wrote
concisely, covering 5 or 6 correct points from the text. They also managed to secure 3 out of 4 marks for
language; a few candidates scored full marks for language. The majority of candidates kept their answer
within the word limit. However, a small minority of candidates exceeded the word length requirement.

Section 2
Exercise 5
Questions 11-17

This text was about a woman hockey player who came from a poor family in a small state in India. It
explained the kinds of difficulties she faced in becoming a national hockey player. Many of the candidates
performed well in this exercise. Most candidates answered the true/false questions accurately and managed
to supply the correct statement for the false options. From question 15-17, most of the candidates gave
accurate statements. A few candidates gave an incorrect answer to question 15. The question was about
what Maya had received in order to create a new standard of sport. The correct answer was that she had
received a job in railways. Some candidates wrote about her other achievements.

Exercise 6

This year’s essay topic was “How does marketing target children so they pressurise their parents to buy
branded commodities? Does the culture of consumerism make children force their parents to buy branded
things?” Several candidates gave their argument in support of the topic. However, some candidates
mentioned the positive aspects of advertising as well.

Conclusion

As last year, spelling errors were the main reason for loss of marks. Firstly, the use of the vowel sound ‘Ee’
was used wrongly. Secondly, the aspirated letters were written with non-aspirated letters in Hindi. Thirdly, the
conjunct in Hindi, especially with the letter ‘Ra’, was not used correctly. Teachers should encourage their
students to think in Hindi because some sentence constructions sounded as if students were planning what
they wanted to write in English and then translating their thoughts into Hindi. This caused problems with the
syntax of their writing.
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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/01
Reading and Writing
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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/02

Listening

Key messages

In order to do well in this examination, candidates should:
o  Write down their answers as clearly as possible so that the meaning can be understood;
e Take care to include all the relevant details in their answers to questions, particularly in Exercise 4.

General comments

Overall, candidates performed reasonably well in this examination and the full range of performance was
seen. Most candidates attempted all the questions in the paper.

In this listening paper, credit is given for communication of the correct information. Answers are not assessed
for accuracy of spelling and grammar. However, if language errors change the meaning of the response or
the response is unclear, the answer cannot be given credit.

Exercise 1

Questions 1-6

The maijority of candidates performed well. There were a variety of spellings, e.g. special addition
(Vishashank), washing (dhona), personal (nizi), right side (dahina).

Some candidates were unable to give the correct answer to Questions 1, 4, & 6.

Question 1

The correct answer is '#laTSel ®IA'. Candidates who wrote ‘@RT or '®I" only were not awarded marks for
this question.

Questions 4 & 6

The main issue was in the use of sounds ‘Dh’ and ‘Ch’. In Question 4 some candidates wrote ‘@’ instead

of ‘i’ and in Question 6 some wrote ‘fAY’ instead of ‘A3, A number of candidates were unable to
achieve the marks in these two questions.

Exercise 2
Question 7

(i)—(vii) Candidates were required to fill in the blank space with the correct word. Accuracy of spelling was
an issue in some parts of this question. There were too many variations in spelling of words like

TR, GUEr, FHE, ‘FHAY, FASer’ and 'wATGIOT and in part (i) and part (jii) a number of
candidates were unable to achieve the marks.

(i) This question differentiated well. Some candidates misunderstood this question and others lost the
mark by writing 'G&Id" instead of ‘G&Id’. Other candidates did not attempt a response.
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(iii) In responses to this question, the word ‘SXTeT" had many variations which often resulted in the
meaning being lost. Some candidates were therefore unable to score the mark.

Exercise 3

Questions 813

The maijority of candidates seemed to be well prepared for this exercise and many managed to achieve good
marks. A small number of weaker candidates seemed to rely on guess work to answer some of the
questions. Candidates should be advised to avoid putting ticks and crosses in both boxes as this creates
confusion as to which answer has been selected.

Exercise 4

Questions 14-21

In general, candidates made a good attempt to answer the questions in this exercise, but many were unable
to provide all the details required to score full marks. For some questions, more than one detail was required
as part of the complete correct answer. The majority of candidates, however, were able to provide some of
the details required.

Question 14

This question proved challenging for most candidates. A few candidates managed to answer this question
correctly; the response required was royal cook ‘e WTAITHAT.

Question 15

This was a two part question. Most candidates did well in answering part (ii) but part (i) presented some
difficulties, particularly with understanding the meaning of '31ual & & e arer'.

Question 16

Answers like 'TTT A%l AT instead of "ATH Url 6 HdAT AT were not awarded marks due to lack of clarity.
A number of candidates were unable to score the mark.

Question 17
Some candidates confused ‘31T & FOT with ‘TIAT and ‘T’

Question 18

The correct order in this two part question was considered essential. Some candidates put the answers in
the wrong order and lost the marks.

Question 19

A large number of candidates were unable to grasp the meaning of 'fSidat @@ § 3= TIdr A8l

and did not achieve the mark.
Question 20
Performance was very good and most candidates gained a mark for this question.

Question 21

This was a relatively straightforward question. The required answer was ‘38 @33 a1 BED) H ghRT ST ¥

but with a wide variety of incorrect spellings for the word ‘hole’, a number of candidates were unable to
secure a mark.
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Conclusion

Candidates should listening to the recording very carefully and develop techniques and strategies to enable
them to identify and select appropriate detail for their answers. They should also gain as much practice as
possible at listening exercises in class, and attempt past listening papers under timed conditions.
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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/02

Listening

Ay feogufy

38 8T 3 37T 37 UTH el & ford et o anfedr fop
T & & 3da1 Ty oW 59 @ 31 gasy & 37 9|

A IR A A (@ G FHad fAEar 39 gsR #7 &)
A fevaufy

3T AR & Fol qden Tl o g &0 & agd resT 9T fohar 3R Hel ot & SR e & e & B
39 W # T AFDN S TS W 36 G 7 El adelr AR o IR F UR ) e @
il e Tham arar e o afe oo e @ et weel ST A1 3 TUE A @ oA 3 A F I

I 196

31farer wienfat 3 Farel & Saa 3w G €1 adel & w8 0 el fadw dR WY, A, aie,
aifeat, Al

Fo Teidat 3 1,4, 3R 6 F TAT F W e T6 T ¥
o 1
e 3R AST BT & [ et a8 fRr a1 wiea forr § 3¢ 59 uH & AT 3 a9 o

Ud 496

3H UM A W A= ald & A7 9 H Sere g Ao & sere At forwe & BRor g ar ust A
et fr v S TEAT 3P U RS FH 3GFY T

EA 2
oA (i)—(vii)

3H HEE A genidEl @ 3T weg @ Neb T A gfd weh At oadelr f g ust & go

foedl & U FEr U1l SR wendAt A veh ar R HI gl & IR G BT Hbolar gde e H

and 'TAfaROT SR redl & HE F A RE@r (i) 3R Gii) A gdanfdAt Hr o TEw dE U wa A

AT T

(i) 38 9% & aga Afaegar N go sEficart J 3@ Farel B ITold FHLAT AR q@T J g’ H T
el for@ Y 3 @ &A1 ®1 31y 3FAIGaRt A Reh T Hrqfd o1 gara & @ fpan|
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(iii) 39 FaTar & AT H, A RIET FHs T A AT AR 3Hr 7Y o faelT @ AT AT 39 BRUT $S
qeTAT 3 Ut R H IAFA &

AHFI 3: U4 8-13

Ig NI T Tod W 3MUIRT a1 58 & 31Rpax qdentdat 3 @@ sae for 3R 3= 36
R o olenfiEl a @& Sa ¢ W Tad IR B A oon A T @ saa e a@ A
eI Tore & S 5 g A gt @t A F oo 57 ¥ ¥ w4t & 5 Pl ar @l ar
T B

I 4: UH 14 F 21

3 AR Tl oreTdt T §U @ IR F 3R Igd IS 3h U@ Y W B Q b UE A $ v
HTIID ATAPNT 3Tt T # 3FFAT A T vl d T & 3P AR ¥ 3% & ®0 F Afdad
U7 3FCART & TEAT ¥, SN AT fqaror yere o & HardA o o)

ud 14

I Fardl 3FAIGART & T Fa@ Srer YAldquT AMidd g3l o & seficar He &91 § 30 FaTel @
STATg ¢ 3 HIAATT T&; HE 3 AN PHeb AT 'ATE WIAATHAT |

g4 15

U TH & AT Pl TaTel AT| AR 3FAGart (i) T STard e F s e fopar ar aAfepar omr
() & 7Y B GHSA FA FO HISAZA BT FHAT FAT AT §4 & ‘307 &1 F Ao arer'|

g4 16

SR S Ul A8 AT T airg ' w6 Ut fY Al TUE A el & PRI 95d § Genfiat a3 A
e aram|

94 17

Fo et A & o H FoE AT and ‘T @ 137 qged § 3HF Ad oA |
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g4 18

3H a1 AT FaTel A HE PA AP A I F S SFAGaRT & el A H Sfard s &A1 iR 3
g &2

g4d 19

sFlcart fr T TE FEar fSae Yy @t € 3t gt JE @1 37 F@erst ag ur w® & 3R A6
uTe e TR ¥l

us 20
38 9H & Uede dgd 3or U7 3R @ seflcart A @ uH & foT ue 3 uiE |

a4 21

IE TP HUSTPd el HaTel AT| UATT STard AT 'S8 WS AT 5¢ H ThMT Sl & oAfehed g M8’ &b
fow T adt # faegd fafduar & #Ror, sFficart & v ol A 3 AT e 7 3raad o)

TARIA

3 & glenfdet A agd U @ RIS o oI R AR Ugare o qAT 3eAh Siard b v sugw
IFIR @ T F & AU 3¢ ddeied 3R WEfa &1 e war afer] 3¢ I8 off =nfed fF werm
#H 3T GAd BT TS FHA T ST A Tl B, 3N AT A At & dod GoAd d U auf
& QT P 379ATH B

=8 CAMBRIDGE

&P International Examinations © 2016



	0549_m16_er_1_Eng
	0549_m16_er_1_Hindi
	0549_m16_er_2_Eng
	0549_m16_er_2_Hindi

